
A FREE GUIDE FOR STARTING A DRONE
BUSINESS WHILE WORKING FULL-TIME

THE 30 DAY 

DRONE
BUSINESS

STARTER GUIDE



WHY THIS GUIDE EXISTS

This guide focuses on:

Small, high-impact actions

Four focused weeks

Momentum over perfection!

Structure your time however works best:

30 minutes a day

One focused evening

A longer weekend session

Starting a business on the side is time-consuming. 
Trying to do everything at once is the fastest way to burn out.



WHO THIS IS FOR

This Is For You If:

You’re brand new or still in the idea stage

You want a side hustle (not full-time yet)

You’re interested in creative or commercial
services (real estate, content creation,
events, construction, inspections)

You’re willing to get your Part 107 license

You want a realistic, low-pressure path



WHO THIS IS NOT FOR

This Is Not For You If:

You’re already making consistent drone-
related income

You’re entering highly technical industries
      (ag spraying, advanced surveying, mapping)

You don’t plan to get your Part 107

You only want to fly recreationally

You’re looking for overnight results
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EACH WEEK INCLUDES:

1.One mandatory goal
2.Optional momentum tasks if you

complete the first goal
3.A clear definition of progress

YOU ARE:

Not behind if you skip optional tasks
Not failing if progress feels slow
Not expected to do everything.

HOW THIS GUIDE WORKS
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YOUR FIRST 30 DAYS

If you show up for four weeks, you will have the
foundation of a real business - not just an idea.
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WEEKLY GOAL (MANDATORY)
Choose one type of drone service you want to explore first.

EXAMPLES:
Real estate
Construction progress
Inspections
Events
Social media content

This choice is not permanent, simply a starting point. Research how
drones can be beneficial to that industry and what types of flying and

deliverables are needed. Youtube is your friend! 

OPTIONAL MOMENTUM TASKS
Study for the Part 107 exam or schedule the exam (if you haven’t

taken it already). 

Fly your drone and practice different maneuvers. Record or take

photos to review your work.

Register your drone(s)

Write down a simple working business name (can change later).

END-OF-WEEK-WIN
If you research one drone industry, you now have more direction!

WEEK 1: RESEARCH
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WEEKLY GOAL (MANDATORY)
Create one social media page for your future business.

EXAMPLES:
Instagram
LinkedIn
Facebook

INCLUDE:
Bio
Profile photo
Contact method

(Don’t worry about posting yet. Check out @elevate.with.ella on
Instagram for a reference)

OPTIONAL MOMENTUM TASKS
Purchase a web domain for your future website

Create 1–2 practice posts

Set up email/contact method

Create a Google Business profile

END-OF-WEEK WIN
You now exist and are visible online. 

WEEK 2: VISIBILITY
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WEEKLY GOAL (MANDATORY)
Edit one video start to finish. Not perfect. Just complete.

STEPS:

Choose a subject to focus on and get shots from different
perspectives. 
Find the best moments and compile them together as one
video. 
Start off by using an editing app on your phone such as the DJI
app, Capcut, or Instagram edits. 

A common beginner mistake is making each shot too long. Aim for
about 4-5 shots that are 5-7 seconds long (20-30 second video).

OPTIONAL MOMENTUM TASKS 
Choose an editing software to learn (Davinci Resolve, Premiere

Pro, Final Cut Pro, etc.) 

Watch one editing tutorial on selected software

Research local drone or videography pricing

END-OF-WEEK WIN
You proved you can deliver, not just fly.

WEEK 3: CAPABILITY
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WEEKLY GOAL (MANDATORY)
Start one real conversation about your business.

THIS COULD BE A:
Direct message 
Email
Phone call with a local business
Conversation with your friends or family 

Offer to do work for free to gain experience.

OPTIONAL MOMENTUM TASKS
Look up networking events in your area

Track outreach in a spreadsheet (who, how, when, result). 

      Use this for following up later. 

Send 10 free-offer emails

END-OF-WEEK WIN
You crossed the hardest line: putting yourself out there. 

Now do it a hundred more times! 

WEEK 4: CONNECTION



People don’t quit because they failed.

 They quit because results didn’t come fast enough.

After 30 days, it’s normal to feel:

No one has said “Yes”

Your work isn’t good enough

Progress feels invisible

Early progress is mostly invisible.

The people who succeed:

Keep going after silence

Treat no response as neutral

Improve quietly while others quit

If you’re still showing up, you’re ahead.

WHY MOST PEOPLE 
QUIT AFTER 30 DAYS 



NEXT STEPS

If you’re serious about building side income with drones, this

guide is your foundation. However, you probably want a clear,

straightforward path to consistently turning it into real income.

Whether that’s covering rent, building savings, having fun money,

or monetizing a hobby you genuinely enjoy, you want something

practical you can confidently put into action.

That’s why I’m creating a deeper, step-by-step paid guide

focused on helping you move from ideas to booked work. 

If you’d like early access and want to share the questions or

challenges you’re facing (which will help shape the guide) 

 join the email list here. I read every message, even if I can’t reply

to each one.

— Ella

https://ellaghiggins.wixforms.com/f/7431092881516921883

